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BY TELECCPIER
Carole Arnn Cunningham
D.C. Bar

1707 L Straet, N.W.
Sixth Floor
Washingtcon, D.C.

RE: Subsequent Public Statement

Dear Carcle Ann:

20036-4202

Enclosed please find a public statement of the
Criminal Law & Individual Rights Section concerning the
Health Care Banefitz Expanszion Act of 1992. THIS
STATEMENT NEED NOT BE SUBMITTED FOR BOARD OF GOVERNORS
REVIEW BEZAUSE IT IS A "SUBSEQUENT" STATEMENT, WITHIN THE
MEANING CF BECTIONS GUIDELINE VII A.6, TO THE SECTICN'S
STATEMENT ON THE D.C. DOMESTIC PARTNERSEIP ACT OF 1991,
WHICH PASSED REVIEW IN OCTOBER 199L. The D.C. Domestic
Partnership Act was amended and then enacted as the
Health Care Benefits Expansion Act of 1992, The enclosed
statement is identical in significant respects to the
prior statement and not aubstantively different.

Blair G. Brown
Co-Chair, Steering Committee
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A BN ination STATEMENT OF TEE CRIMINAL LAW & INDIVIDUAL RIGHTS SECTION
OF THE DISTRICT OPF COLUMBIA BAR
REGARDINHG THE [ABALTH CARE BEREFITE EXPANSION ACT OF 1992
I G oy ACuinns
susan 1. Mosa The Criminal Law and Individual Rights Section of the
veerher eaoenplatrict of Columbia Bar ("the SectionM) has a membership of
Vinda 1 Pen ovar 750 attorneys concerned about individual rights.
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L g e The Section recognizes that many persons in the District
Lot e QL Columbia who live together are not part of a "tradltional"
S — family of mother, father, and children living together. Yet
many persons in nontraditional families together raise
children, have other dependents, own homes and other property,
and plan for 2 long life and future with each other, just as
R — foraditionalY families  do. Both '"traditional™ and
coanana e de - pontraditional families strengthen the fabric of society by
1&?3ﬁh$ﬂﬂﬁ@¥?vidlng emo*ional relationships and mutual sharing that
give meanﬁng and stability to family members as they confront
the increasing stresses of 1life. However, only the
"traditional" family currently enjoys the full protection and

baneflts of many District of Columbia laws.

Toy and Lol [x)ll

The Health Cars Benefits Evpansion Act of 1992 recognizes the
existence and value of domestic partners who have a familial
relationship characterized by mutuval caring and the sharing of a
rutual residence. The Act does w0 by providing for the
regigtration of doameatic partners; prohibiting discrimination
against domestic partners in visltation rights at health care
facilitles; allowing s=leck, funeral, parental, and adoption leave
for District government employees who must attend to the needs of
their domestic partners and family members; provding for employee-
financed health insurance coverage for the domestic partners and
family members of District government employees; and allowing a tax
deduction for private District employers who choose to offer health
insurance for the domestic partners and family members of thelr
employeas.,

The Health Care Benefits Expansion Act of 1992 is an important
step in affording rights to many residents of the District of
Columbia. The Act is a lawful and admirable exercise of Home Rule
by the District of Columbia. The Section urges the Congress to
permit the Act to become law.
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Standard Disclaimer: "The views expressed herein
reprasant only those of the Criminal Law and Individual Rights
Section of the District of cColumbla Bar and not those of the
District of Columbia Bar or of itz Board of Governors."
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