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Richard Kelley manages the immigration and child advocacy practices at the DC 
Volunteer Lawyers Project and regularly supervises Guardians ad litem in D.C. Superior 
Court. In addition, he volunteers as Legal Director for Center Global, an organization 
focused on holistic support for LGBTQ refugees.  Prior to joining DCVLP, Richard was a 
senior attorney at the DC Affordable Law Firm, where he represented survivors of 
domestic violence, at-risk children, and other victims of gender-based violence. He also 
has spent time working for juvenile justice reform in Maryland through the National 
Juvenile Defender Center.  Richard regularly writes about issues impacting immigrants, 
family violence, children, and survivors of gender-based violence and teaches as an 
adjust professor in Villanova’s Interdisciplinary Immigration Studies Training for 
Advocates Program.  He received his J.D. and LL.M in International Business and 
Economic Law and LL.M in Civil Justice from Georgetown University Law Center and his 
A.B. from Harvard University. 
 
 


