SUPERIOR COURT OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

Notice of Proposed Amendments to Rule 13 of the
Rules Governing Proceedings in the Domestic Violence Division

The District of Columbia Superior Court Rules Committee recently completed review of
amendments to Rule 13 of the Rules Governing Proceedings in the Domestic Violence Division.
The Rules Committee will recommend to the Superior Court Board of Judges that the
amendments be approved and adopted unless, after consideration of comments from the Bar and
the general public, the proposed amendments are withdrawn or modified.

Written comments must be submitted by 10:00 am ET on May 4, 2026. Comments
should be addressed to Chair, Superior Court Rules Committee and submitted by email to
OfficeGeneralCounsel@dccsystem.gov or mailed to:

Office of General Counsel
Attention: Superior Court Rules Committee
District of Columbia Courts
500 Indiana Avenue, N.W., Room C620
Washington, D.C. 20001

All comments submitted in response to this notice will be available to the public. New language
is underlined, and deleted language is stricken through.
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[Dom. Vio.] Rule 13. Issuance of Orders
(a) IN GENERAL. The court may not issue a civil protection order unless:

(1) the petitioner has filed a petition under oath;

(2) the respondent has been served in accordance with Rule 5; and

(3) the respondent consents to entry of the civil protection order or the court
determines that the petitioner is entitled to relief.
(b) WHEN BOTH PARTIES ARE PRESENT. Al protection orders entered by the court
must be in writing, and a copy must be provided to each party to the proceeding. The
court must explain the meaning of the order to the parties and advise them parties-of
the criminal penalties for violating the order.
(c) CONSENT ORDER. When the respondent has consented to entry of a civil
protection order, the court must make sufficient inquiry to be assured that:

(1) the respondent’s consent is voluntary; and

(2) the parties understand the contents of the order.
(d) WHEN RESPONDENT IS NOT PRESENT. When the court issues a civil protection
order or temporary protection order without the respondent present, the court may
deliver an additional copy of the order to the petitioner for service on the respondent.
The court must inform the petitioner that, while the order is valid and effective, the
respondent cannot be found in violation of the order unless the violation is committed
after the respondent is personally served with a copy of it. When possible, the court may
order that a member of the Metropolitan Police Department serve the order on the
respondent or take other steps necessary to effectuate the court's order.
(e) AVAILABLE REMEDIES. The court may issue a civil protection order if, after a
hearing, the court determines that the petitioner is entitled to relief or the parties agree
to a consent order under Rule 13(c). The court may order any efthe-remedyies
available in D.C. Code § 16-1005-(2044Supp-). The court may, as a condition of the
issuanee-ofissuing a civil protection order in favor of the petitioner, require that the
petitioner abide by fair and reasonable conditions that are consistent with the
requirements of D.C. Code §§ 16-1005-(c)(6)-(7)-204+Supp-).
(f) DURATION AND EXTENSION. A civil protection order issued in accordance with
D.C. Code § 16-1005-204FSupp-) is effective for the time period specified by the court,
which may be up to enre-2 years. On motion of any party to the original proceeding,
made in accordance with Rule 7, the court may extend an order for good cause.

COMMENT TO 2026 AMENDMENTS

Section (f) has been amended to increase the duration of a civil protection order to
up to 2 years in response to amendments to D.C. Code § 16-1005(d). Sections (b), (e),
and (f) also have been amended to conform to the general restyling of the Superior
Court Rules and the Court of Appeals current Citation and Style Guide.

COMMENT TO 2017 AMENDMENTS
Formerly Rule 11, this rule was renumbered as Rule 13. The rule was amended

consistent with the stylistic changes to the civil rules. Also, the remedies listed in
section (e) were deleted as unnecessary because they appear in the statute.
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COMMENT

The terms of any order against a respondent may require certain conduct and
cooperation by the petitioner or members of the petitioner's family. In those situations in
which the Court determines that full relief under this rule cannot reasonably be afforded
without requiring more substantial conduct, the petitioner may be permitted to consent
to issuance of an order against both parties. Section (e) tracks the language of D.C.
Code § 16-1005.
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